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We had the pleasure to have an amazing interview with the actor Jack
Dimich, qualified for Academy Award 2009 and won 25 International Film
Festivals.
The conversation started with a funny
explanation of the real name of Jack, which is
Zeljko.
"My stage name is Jack Dimich. My
professor at the Lee Strasberg Institute, the
acting academy suggested me to change my
name because nobody can pronounce the real
name in America. But legally it's still Zeljko, for
TV and movies is Jack."
Are you Jewish?
"Oh no (laugh), I'm from Yugoslavia and
I'm Serbian by nationality. My heritage comes
from very far. For example, the origin of my last
name comes from Russia, the first 3 letters of
my last name means smoke in Russian, so the
older generations of my family could came from
Russia to Yugoslavia where I was born and
raised. We are all mixed"
Ok, where in Yugoslavia?
"I was born and raised right in the border
between Bosnia and Croatia. Actually it was at
80 kilometers from Zagreb, the capital of
Croatia and the Serbian Republic in Bosnia, a
small town called Dubica.
Tell me a little bit of your home life and family
“I'm the son of a working class family, my
father was a mechanic after the second world
war, he survived in a concentration camp when
he has 14 years old, he almost lost all his family.
In every region, the German soldiers went to
conquer and exterminate people and Serbians
were the first in the list after the Jewish for the
Nazis. Serbian families tried to protect Jewish
people, so that was a problem to Hitler.”
What's Serbian?
" We're Christians Orthodox, we are like
Russians, Bulgarians, the difference is the
calendar because together we're Catholics in
one side and Christians on the other side.”
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So, your father is a survivor of an extermination
camp…
"Yes, when he was 14. When he came
back, he didn't have a house because it was
burned down to the foundation, after the
execution of his mother and father in front his
eyes, I can't imagine how he felt. He had to grow
up by himself. He and my mother had 2 children,
my sister and I. He's the most beautiful man,
because survive what he survived and still be
so gentle and good and generous it's almost
impossible to me, I would be different if I were
passed the same things. He's back home now,
we will celebrate my arrival with my sister.
That village is a trouble area now
- “Yes, we had a civil war in 1992 to 1995 where
Serbs, Croatians and Muslims fought a big war
for stupid reasons of course, now we are all
friends. Obviously there is still tension there,
when I go there you could see people of
different sides talk against each other, but it's
ok now, no more war. But I think every 30/40
years we will have a war (laugh) so thank God I
left.
Tell me about growing up with your sister
“Well, she's older than me. She is
graduated in Chemistry, she does research for
cancer, in Sweden where she lives. She has a
beautiful family, two daughters, married to a
wonderful man. And me, I'm an actor, but we did
not have much when we were kids, as I said, I
grew up in socialism. We were under the regime
of Tito (Josip Broz Tito) the president of
Yugoslavia in that time, we were the country in
between because we never been with the Soviet
Union or the United States of America, Tito was
so smart playing with both sides, so it was like a
certain democracy, we didn't have a tough
communism like Romanians, Algerians,
Armenians, but still with a socialist regime. In
my family we had the necessary house, food,
books. I went to school, I loved it, my father

started educated me in the house, then I went to
elementary school, middle school, university. I
started studying languages at a very young age, my
second language is Russian, then Macedonian and
English.
Why Macedonian?
-“People in the south of Yugoslavia they're also
Christians orthodox but they have different
languages, and my ex-girlfriend was from there, so
she helped me.
Then I moved in Czech Republic for two years in
Prague, of course after six months I learned the
language because I practiced it every day.
What did you study?
- “I studied Economy in Agriculture in Belgrade
University, but then I started in Lee Strasberg
Theatre and film Institute, the best acting school in
the world, there were Al Pacino, Dustin Hoffman,
Marilyn Monroe, and so on. There I learned the
Stanislavski method (method of Konstantín
Stanislavsk, which is a progression of techniques
used to train actors and actresses to create
believable characterizations for their
performances). Michael Margotta was my mentor, he

provided me every acting technique, dialects and
movements. I had breaks only at Christmas. He
worked with Jack Nicholson for six years. The first
years were very basic; exercises, learned how to use
your body: head, toes, mind, soul, memory. My
English was way different than now, my accent was
so strong to acting, and because of that, I had a
speech coach, every day I practiced a word to
improve my accent.”
Let's say you have to represent a character who
stutters, how would you do that?
“It depends, every actor has a different way to
approach it. I approach the character the way I feel is
the best, , different exercises, it all depends on the
character. For example <<In the Name of the Son>> it
was a film where I had my first lead role. I played a
father who killed his son in a civil war, the context of
the character was way so different of my real life,
that I had to adapt my mind to the character, I
imagined myself in that situation and what would I
do, imagination was my mane tool. I have to make it
real, to make people believe in my acting. I used sad
memories from the past to make the feelings real. All
about acting is technique.
For example, Sean Connery, the actor who played
the first James Bond, he had it difficult to break out
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of that role…
"Good comparison, acting is a challenge. If I wanted money, I would work at Wall Street, but I
choose acting because it is my passion. Of course, nobody will work for free, I don't. But acting is a
blessing for me.
You do a lot of reading
“Yes, of course. It's a requiring for acting. In average
How old are you?
“I turned 50 in November 4th.”
At what age did you came to America?
“I was 29 years old when I came to this country”
When you arrived here, did you see American movies?
“Yes, we had access to everything, and all the movies were subtitle, so that was a blessing because
in dubbing it's possible to loose the acting work. I fell in love with The Godfather, I went to the theater like
10 times to see it, I started to learn the dialogues.”
Who was your favorite actor when you were growing up?

“Marcelo Mastroiani, from Italy. Franco Nero, also from Italy. Al Paccino, I respect his work a lot,
Marlon Brando of course; there is a long list, we can't forget that acting is an unique profession. In ladies,
Meryl Streep obviously, Katherine Denueve, Sophie Marceau great French actress. These are the guys I
was looking forward to work with , but I had to maintain original to myself, even when you're not happy
w i t h
y o u r s e l f
y o u
h a v e
t o
s t a y
o r i g i n a l ,
don't try to copy anybody.”
How many movies have you done?
"I did 28 films and I did 15 guest starring roles in national television so far. Also, I played Nikola
Tesla, the scientist and engineer who worked in the electromagnetic area helping to the development of
the industrial revolution. He was also Serbian, like me. He was a visionary, he built an electric car in 1914.
I did a lot of research to play that character.”
Is Tesla the most exciting character that you have played
“Yes, definitely, what a thrill. I have played heavy characters, but Tesla was the best. I don't go in
front of a camera if I don't believe myself, how I can persuade people to believe in me? That's how I did
with the Tesla's character or how I do with any other character.”
Have you ever played a character in real life?
“Oh no, I'm not good at it. Impersonating somebody and acting are two different things. I don't think
it's necessary in real life, it's like a lie.”
California or New York?
“New York definitely, I love California, but New York is the capital of the world. It's more realistic, on
the other hand California is more prefabricated, I'm aware of how life is there. It's a little bit artificial.”
How would you call the type of personality of today's films?
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“This industry turned itself
into a complete business, people
don't care anymore about art,
instead it's all about the money, in
h o w
m u c h
t h e
the producer will gain. You cannot
stop them. My teacher told me, that
he was afraid that in some years,
actors will be not be necessary,
that technology will replace us.”
What drove you into acting? Was it
for the fame?
“Oh no, my father always
said that pursuit fame for no
reason was for fools, don't never
be a fool. I was 12 years old and, I
used to repeat lines of films and TV
shows, and I told my dad that I love
that guys of the box, that it was the
TV; my mom said that I will be a
lunatic (laughs). In adult life it was
d i f f e r e n t b e c a u s e I
wanted to be an educated man, I
started university for politics, but I
really wanted to leave the country
because of the civil war. Then I
came to America, I became
American, I think this country
saved my life. I became an actor
here. I'm still fighting and I will
fight till the day I'll die”
How long do you think before you
die?
“I don't know, I'm not afraid
of death. I live everyday like it was
the last. Iwanted to leave a mark.”
Before you die, what would you
like to accomplished?
“As a human being, I want to help
people who don't have the
opportunity to success”
Children?
"Not yet but I assume when I'll become recognize, that will be a good time, because I want to spend time
with my kids, not let them aside. In this moment of my life, I'm focus on my career. When I'll be stablished as
an actor, it would be a good time to think of having kids. My parents gave me all their time. I'll thank to my
parents for everything."
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